
Press Presse Prensa 
 

 

OSRAM GmbH 
Public Relations 
Leitung: Juliane Braun 
Hellabrunner Straße 1 ⋅ D-81536 München 
Telefon (0 89) 62 12 25 19 ⋅ Fax (0 89) 62 13 34 57 

1/2 

 

 
 

Munich, July 30, 2007

 
Concentration on OLED lighting solutions 

OSRAM Opto Semiconductors puts tighter focus on OLED business  
 
OSRAM Opto Semiconductors, one of the world’s leading manufacturers of opto-
semiconductors, will be exiting the production of passive matrix displays based on 
organic LEDs (OLEDs) at the end of the year. The company will be concentrating its 
OLED activities on developing market-ready OLED lighting solutions. As a result, 
the display manufacturing line in Penang, Malaysia, will cease production at the end 
of the year. The 270 employees there will be transferred to other activities within 
OSRAM Opto Semiconductors including the new LED chip production facility in 
Penang. Jobs are being sought in other parts of the company for the OLED product 
team in the USA. No employees in Germany are affected. OSRAM Opto 
Semiconductors will honor the existing obligations toward its customers.  
 
Since the end of 2003, OSRAM Opto Semiconductors has been manufacturing and 

marketing passive matrix displays based on OLEDs under the brand name of PictivaTM. 

Worldwide demand for the displays, which are used predominantly in communication 

systems, industrial applications and mobile consumer electronics, has lagged far behind the 

company`s expectations. Against this background, OSRAM Opto Semiconductors has 

decided to withdraw from the display business and concentrate exclusively on the core 

business of lighting.  



 

 2/2 

 

 

Dr. Rüdiger Müller, CEO at OSRAM Opto Semiconductors, commented: “We have decided 

for strategic reasons to withdraw from the passive matrix display business and close our 

production line in Penang. Obviously we shall honor our obligations toward our customers 

and employees and look for constructive solutions in close cooperation with these groups. 

Our attention in the OLED sector will now be focused exclusively on our core business, 

lighting solutions with organic LEDs, for example for area lighting.” OSRAM is among the 

leading group of research companies worldwide in this respect and expects to launch the 

first market-ready products in the next few years. A team of 50 people is currently working in 

the research center in Regensburg on the development of products and production methods 

for OLED lighting. “The experience we have gained in the display sector will speed up the 

process considerably”, said Müller. 

 

OLEDs (organic light emitting diodes) operate on the same principle as LEDs but are 

manufactured using organic materials. It is generally agreed that their product 

characteristics of thinness and flexibility will revolutionize the world of lighting and enable 

new forms and types of light source to be developed.  
 
About OSRAM: 
OSRAM is one of the two leading lighting manufacturers in the world. Sales in the year 
ending September 30, 2006 totalled 4.6 billion euros, 88 percent of which came from outside 
Germany. OSRAM is a high-tech company in the lighting sector. Around 40 percent of sales 
comes from innovative products. This global player employs around 40,000 people 
worldwide, supplies customers in some 150 countries and has 49 production facilities in 18 
countries (www.osram.com). 

About OSRAM Opto Semiconductors: 
OSRAM Opto Semiconductors GmbH, Regensburg, is a subsidiary of OSRAM. It offers its 
customers solutions based on semiconductor technology for the lighting, sensor and 
visualization sectors. The company has sites in Regensburg, San José (USA) and Penang 
(Malaysia). In the 2006 fiscal year (to September 30, 2007) more than 3500 employees of 
OSRAM Opto Semiconductors produced sales totaling 500 million euros. (www.osram-
os.com) 
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